
 

 
 

Eagles Landing 

 
By Mrs. Gicante’s 4th Hour Publications October 2018 

 

Eagles of the Month 
Interview  

 
by: Alana Tharp-Dickerson

 
When I went all over 

the school to interview 
the Eagles of the Month, I 
learned a lot about being 
Eagle of the Month and 
good opportunities of 
being one. I was 
wondering if being Eagle 
of the Month was fun, so I 
asked Zakara Cowgill 
what she thought. She 
said, “Yes, because it 
shows you that you are 
doing good in school.” 
Then I asked Mickey 
Barrett if he overall liked 
or disliked being Eagle of 
the Month. He said, “Yes, 
because it makes you feel 
special.” I asked Amelia 
Wiesler what she did to 
become an Eagle of the 
Month. She said, “be 
yourself, and follow the 
directions.” I asked Mrs. 
Haertling,(who is one of 
the people that work in 
the office,) how the 
teachers pick the Eagles 
of the Month. She said, 
“they need to be working 
hard, participating in 
school, and they have 
good grades.”  Then I  

 

National Junior Honor 
Society at Washington 

Middle School 
Lauren Cagle 

 
National Junior Honor Society 
is a group of about 20-30 
eighth graders who are trying 
to make the school community 
and society better. There are 5 
characteristics. They are 
Scholarship, Leadership, 
Service, Character, and 
Citizenship.  

First, I interviewed the 
advisor, or leader, of NJHS, 
Mrs. Torretta-Trout. Upon our 
interview, I learned that she 
decided to be the advisor 
because she believes that 
teaching students to use their 
strengths and to grow/develop 
skills in the community was 
important. 

 
She has been the 

sponsor since 2005. Also, that 
her goal for the members is to 
leave the school community  

Student Council ArticleStudent Council Article  
By: Asaiah CowgilBy: Asaiah Cowgill  

 

 
The 2018-2019 Student 

Council consists of 6th, 7th, and 8th 
graders throughout Washington 
Middle School.  I interviewed some 
Student Council members and asked 
three  questions: Why did you join 
STUCO? What’s your favorite part of 
STUCO? What are your favorite 
events STUCO takes place in? One 
member Ava Day answered this. “I 
wanted to join STUCO because I like 
to help students, be a role model for 
the school and participate in events for 
the school.” This Ava’s first year being 
a STUCO member and she is excited 
for anything that STUCO participates 
in.  Another member Eli Grant also 
answered these questions.  He says “I 
wanted to join STUCO because I 
wanted to be a part of an organization 
that helps the school.  His favorite 
thing STUCO participates in is the 
Ronald McDonald House Field Trip 
this is Eli’s 2nd year. Sophia Carlson 
says: “I wanted to help out the 
community.” Her favorite activity 
STUCO participates in is Spirit Week 
and it is her first year in STUCO. Izzy 
Miniex says: I’ve done it for the last 



 

Eagles of the Month cont .

 
asked Jackson Green 
what extra things you get 
to do. He said,”you get to 
eat the breakfast.” Now 
that we are on the 
subject of breakfast, I 
asked Nela Suljic if their 
breakfast food was good 
there. She said,”yes, I 
REALLY liked their 
chocolate muffins.” Then I 
asked Eli Grant what 
their breakfast is like. 
“Fun, easy, basically like a 
grab and go situation.” 
So when I went all over 
the school and 
interviewed some of the 
students and realized 
there is a lot of things 
that you need to do, in 
order to be able to be an 
Eagle of the Month. 
Always remember that 
just because you haven't 
gotten picked yet, doesn't 
mean that you aren't a 
good student. It just 
means that you need to 
work even harder to 
become an Eagle of the 
Month.  

 
 Girls Who Code  

 Written By Sophia Menard 
I have recently 

interviewed the computer 
teacher  Mrs. Jackson and the 
principal Dr. Reynolds 
concerning the Girls Who Code  

better than they found it, and 
to have grown in the 5 areas.  

NJHS cont.To her, 
NJHS is about service, how we 
take action and solve problems. 
It’s also about the 5 
characteristics and to grow 
because of them.  

I then asked her if there 
was anyone in her life that 
inspired her to get involved 
with things like this. She said 
that she had a mentor at her 
first job and even a little 
through college, and that her 
mentor was always trying to 
make the environment around 
her positive and good to be in.  

In National Junior 
Honor Society there are officers, 
people with important 
positions. President is Emily 
Worthmore, Vice President is 
Rachel Trosky, Secretary is 
Nela Suljic, Treasurer is 
Katelyn Burch, Historian is 
Sophie Herman, and Public 
Relations is Matthew Shannon.  

As a member of NJHS myself, 
I can say it’s definitely making 
a difference in the way I see 
the community and school and 
even the people around me. 
Also, NJHS makes me want to 
help more people. Now as of 
right now I’ve only done a 
couple community service trips 
but still it makes me see the 
world and people differently 
than I used to.  

few years and it’s fun.” Her favorite 
thing in STUCO is helping people and 
it's her third year. Eighth Grader 
Shelby Knobbe says: “ I did 
ambassadors at my old school and it 
was fun.” It is Shelby’s first year. 
Jasmine Peters says: “I like how they 
were involved in the school.” Her 
favorite thing in STUCO is the 
Personal Care Drive and it is 
Jasmine’s first year.  As for the 
sponsors this year's sponsors are Mrs. 
Wilkens and Mrs. Blincoe but as for 
the past few years Mrs. Wilkens has 
been doing it for 3 or so years and 
Mrs. Gicante has been doing it for 
over 20 years although it is Mrs. 
Blincoes first year. The Student 
Council meets about every last 
Thursday of the month the for sure 
dates are October 25, November 29, 
December 13th. Upcoming Events in 
Student Council news is box top 
collection October 12- November 2, 
Pink Out Day is October 12 where you 
can pay 1$ to get a pink face paint 
during Breakfast or Lunch or bring in 
2$ to listen to music all day with your 
teachers discretion, and National 
Education Week which there will be 
certain things for certain days.  Now 
the big question Who Made Student 
Council? Below are the names of the 
students in STUCO this year,  

STUCO MEMBERS 
Nicholas Absolon 
Jasmine Peters 
Abela Babic  



 

 
Girls Who Code cont. 

program.  Here is what they 
said.  

Mrs. Jackson explained 
Girls Who Code as a fun way to 
get girls together to learn about 
computer science. When asked 
why GWC is girls only, she 
replied with “GWC was started 
to encourage girls to seek out 
computer science and 
encourage them to explore 
computer tech careers.  

As far as curriculum 
goes, GWC will be using Python 
and JavaScript. The response 
Mrs. Jackson would like to see 
is, 10-15 members to create a 
good girls who code club. Mrs. 
Jackson is inspired to start this 
club because, she sees the 
opportunities women have in 
the engineering field and wants 
to create others.  

For the curriculum and 
basic structure of the club goes, 
the girls will explore bravery, 
resilience, and purpose through 
real life examples of computer 
science. They will learn 
computer science through self 
guided tutorials and will they will 
plan through fun activities to 
pick a focus, and agree on what 
the club wants to create. Also, 
the meetings will be every other 
tuesday.  

Mrs. Jackson is 
concerned about the 
participant's other 
extracurricular activities, and 
that they will get in the way of 
student’s looking into her club. 
Mrs. Jackson would like to see 
10 to 15 members in her club. 
Her main priority for the club is 
to get girls interested in coding. 
Mrs. Jackson will achieve this  

 
Overall, National 

Junior Honor Society is a great 
thing for students and even for 

other people in the 
school/community. 

 

NJHS in flight! 

Battle of the Book Clubs 
Not Your Typical Book 

Club 
I had an interview with           

Mrs. Difani about the club         
she is sponsoring, “Book       
Battle”. If you have any         
questions about this club       
or want to join she is the             
teacher to talk to. 
     What was the 
inspiration for “book 
battle” this year? 
We have had a Book Battle 
team for the past 8 years, 
so it's been a running club. 
I like being able to give 
avid readers an after 
school social option where 
they can discuss books, so 
as long as we have 
interested students we will 
have a Book Battle team.   
     What do kids do in 
“book battle”? 
Students spend most of 
the year prepping for our 
competition in May.  In 
September I hand out a 

Madison Anderson 
Maura Peters 
Ava Day 
Yvonna Bond 
Matthew Shannon 
Jasmine Peters  
Sophia Carlson 
Nela Suljic 
Asaiah Cowgill 
Britney Nguyen 
Ian Parai  
Anthony Gandolfo 
Rachel Trosky 
Kailey Smith 
Nick George 
Cameron Ulmer 
Eli Grant 
Lawrah Wesley 
Janae Hamm 
Emily Worthmore  
Lisa Hang 
Lydia Clark 
Riley Hart 
Paige Kilper  
Sophie Herman 
Bridget Kroll  
Lana Hong 
Chloe Linton 
Shelby Knobbe 
Travis Norris  
Isabella Miniex 
Queen Swen  
 
 
 

Art Club by Rylee Hall 

 
     Art club and Honors art 
club is a fun after school 
activity for kids who are 
creative and like to make art. 
I did an interview with Mrs. 



 

 
Girls Who Code cont. 
response by, getting more info 
out to the parents and students. 
Mrs. Jackson will be able to 
keep the main priority under the 
spotlight by, creating a fun 
environment for the participants 
of the group. 

Mrs. Jackson is not 
worried about protesters 
because, she also has a group 
for all students.  
     Dr. Reynolds also feels that 
the club is a good opportunity to 
get girls into coding. He also is 
all for the club being all girls 
because, women are often 

underestimated in the 
engineering field. Dr. Reynolds 
can’t say how he feels about the 
curriculum but will gladly 
contribute if asked.  

 Both Dr. Reynolds and 
Mrs. Jackson are very excited 
for GWC due to past successes. 

 
. ElectivesElectives    

by Kayla Barrettby Kayla Barrett 
     My name is Kayla and 
one of the electives I wanted 
for school is FACS.  I know a 
little bit about it and Mrs. 
Blincoe and this is what I 
learned.  In this class the 
students are currently 
finishing up there sewing 
unit where they have been 
making pillows and are 
moving on to cooking.  In 
there cooking unit they will 
be getting into groups to 
follow recipes, learn how to 

list of 20 books that will be 
in the competition, so most 
of first semester is spent 
reading.  Starting in  
Book Battle cont. January, 
the team begins meeting 
once a week to work on 
memorization of authors 
and titles and quiz 
each other over facts from 
the books.  In May, we 
compete against 30 other 
schools in a trivia 
competition about the 20 
books.  Our goal is to 
always beat Bernard and 
Oakville Middle, which are 
the other two Mehlville 
schools that attend. 
     Why is this an 
important club?I think for 
students who are avid 
readers, the hobby can be 
very isolating by nature. 
Having a team who is 
reading the same books 
gives  students 
opportunities to discuss 
books and get involved 
when otherwise they would 
be reading silently and not 
interacting with others. 
     Who is in “book battle”? 
The Book Battle team is 
made up of 8 students 
from any grade level, but 
there can be more in the 
club that don't compete. 
     What types of books are 
kids reading? 
The list of 20 books usually 
has at least one book per 
genre and has a variety of 
lexiles so that all students 
can find books they enjoy. 
Most are Truman Award or 
Mark Twain nominees. 

Swope about it. First I asked 
how did she come up with the 
idea of art club. She said, 
when I was student teaching I 
had an awesome mentor who 
did art club and I saw how 
much kids enjoyed it.  
     The next question I asked 
is why did she want to 
become a art teacher. Her 
answer was I had an 
amazing elementary art 
teacher and I always thought 
it would be fun to make art 
everyday. After that I then 
asked what is your favorite 
project you do with art club or 
honors art club. Mrs. Swope 
said that last year she loved 
the large pixel art murals that 
Honors art club made.  
     After I interviewed Mrs. 
Swope I went on to interview 
students in these clubs. I first 
interviewed Ahna 
Baumgardner and asked why 
did she join art club. Ahna 
said that it was suggested to 
her by her friends and family. 
After I asked that question I 
asked what is her favorite 
thing about art club. She then 
said that she liked that she 
could express herself. And 
my last question for Ahna 
was what is she most excited 
about for art club. Ahna said 
that she loves to paint so she 
is most excited for painting. 
The next person I interviewed 
is in Honors art club and her 
name is Eli Mangipang. I 
asked her why she joined art 
club and she said because 
she likes doing art and being 
independent. The next 
question I asked is what is 
your favorite thing about 



 

cook, follow safety rules, and 
Electives contElectives cont. learn how to 
use the right tools. Mrs. 
Blincoe has been teaching at 
Washington Middle for ten 
years now and it will be her 
11th soon.  She likes teaching 
FACS because it is very 
hands on and there is a lot 
of moving around most days 
plus she loves cooking 
herself.  She told me it was 
fun, never boring, and she 
gets to see new things 
happen every day. 
     One elective that I have is 
publications, and this is  Mrs. 
Gigante's first year teaching 
it.  She likes teaching it 
because she can do it project 
base without using a 
textbook and I asked a girl 
named anisa in 6th grade 
and she said she likes all of 
the projects we have done so 
far this year. There was also 
a boy, Xavier who didn’t like 
how there wasn’t enough 
time for the projects we 
have been doing.  Some of 
the projects we have done in 
the past are a photo 
scavenger hunt around the 
school, paper slide, a 
newspaper about yourself, 
and a newspaper article 
about the topic that you have 
and I had electives.  In 
publications we work on 
many things for the school 
like the school newspaper, 
video announcements, and 
the most important one is 
creating a yearbook.  I asked 
a girl named rylee what 
projects she liked and they 
were the newspaper about 
yourself, and the photo 

     What book is 
the club reading 

currently? 
BOOK BATTLE cont Every 
student is reading a 
different book right now, 
all from that list of 20. 
 I also interviewed a 
member of “book battle”. I 
asked a couple questions 
and these were their 
answers. 
     How did you find out 
about book battle? 
“I heard about it on the 
announcements and 
decided I might like it.” 
     Did you like the books 
you read? 
“Yeah, they weren’t all the 
same genre, but they were 
all good books and I liked 
them.” 
     I would highly suggest 
that you look into joining 
“book battle”. It seems like 
this unusual book club has 
a bit of everything for 
anyone who is interested. 
Competition,reading, and 
just the interacting with 
others. 

 
WMS school walkabout!  

By: Ava Day  
 

Remember the school 
walkabout?  

A day you spent with 
your 8th hour class, enjoyed 
snow cones, and had a overall 
fun day? Probably! During some 
recent interviews about the 
school walkabout, I collected 

honors art club and Eli said 
she likes that she gets to do  
Art Club cont. free draw 
when done with projects. And 
my last question for Eli was 
what are you looking forward 
to doing in honors art club 
and she said being 
independent because in 
honors art club you get to be 
more independent. The final 
person I interviewed was Ava 
Day she said she joined art 
club because she likes how 
creative it is. After asking her 
that I asked her what her 
favorite thing about art club 
was. Ava said she likes how 
in art club they do a lot of 
projects. And my final 
question was what are you 
looking forward to doing in art 
club. She said doing projects 
and having fun. Now you 
know all about art club and 
some of the people in it. 

Kickball 
Champs!

 

 

Teacher TeamTeacher Team  
  
  



 

Electives cont. Electives cont. scavenger 
hunt.  I also asked a 8th 
grader lauren if there was 
anything she would like to do 
in the future wich was to 
take pictures of 
nature/outside and pictures 
of kids actually having fun 
and laughing.  I enjoy 
publications because we ge 
to do cool things for the 
school and all of the fun 
projects.   

 
Yearbook Look  

By:  Abby Cunningham 

        In the  2018-2019 school 
yearbook the publication 
class wants some focus of 
captions and pictures to 
be on WMS big events. 
Tripp Coons says, 
¨Kickball tournament, 
cross country races, and 
Football games. Are some 
of the events I want in the 
yearbook.´´   All of the WMS 
student body will be 
included in some of the 
events in the yearbook.  
     Secondly, everyone 
wants some clubs to be in 
the yearbook.  Asaiah 
Cowgill gave her opinion 
on what clubs she wants 
she says,  ´´Volleyball, 
STUCO, cross country, and 
gardening club, because 
they all sound like fun 
clubs and sports.´´  We 
also want every club to be  
  included in the yearbook. 
Some students like Easton 
Scherr says, ´´Chess club 

various opinions about it. Such 
as how it could have been 
changed, the best station, and if 
it was successful or not. A sixth 
grade student Lejia F. thought 
that the best station during the 
walkabout in her opinion was 
Walkabout cont. the station in 
the FACS room, that quizzed 
you over hallway rules with a 
fun race game. When 8th 
grader Asahia was asked if she 
thought the school walkabout 
was successful, she answered it 
might have been  little boring, 
but yes it was successful. Like 
mentioned before, WMS 
enjoyed snow cones! But not 
everyone enjoyed them I found 
out when Rilee and Ahna both 
7th graders were interviewed. “I 
didn't like it because I don’t like 
snow cones.” Rilee said. Ahna 
agreed. Maybe next year we 
could have something different 

or vote! Brandon a sixth grader 

would want 

  

  

Kickin It!!Kickin It!!  

  
Dates And Events 

At WMS 
Quarter 2 Events 
-Wed. October 31st, 2018-Wed. October 31st, 2018  
Half day (Dismissal is at 12.10 p.m.) 
-Tue. November 6th, 2018-Tue. November 6th, 2018  
No school (Election Day) 
-Wed. November 14th, 2018-Wed. November 14th, 2018  
WMS PTO snack attack  
-Wed. November 21st-Sun.-Wed. November 21st-Sun.  
November 25th, 2018November 25th, 2018  
Thanksgiving break 
-Wed. November 28th, 2018-Wed. November 28th, 2018  
Half day (12.10p.m. dismissal) 
-Fri. November 30th, 2018-Fri. November 30th, 2018  
WMS band fall concert at 
Nottelmann Auditorium 
 -Tue. December 11th, 2018-Tue. December 11th, 2018  
WMS winter choir concert at 
Nottelmann Auditorium  
-Wed. December 12th, 2018-Wed. December 12th, 2018  



 

Yearbook cont.Yearbook cont. sounds 
fun.´´  Jake Mccauley said 
´´I just want pictures of 
clubs.´´ And that definitely 
will happen.  And every 
other club will be included 
in the 2018-2019 yearbook.  
 

The yearbooks look 
is also a pretty big deal. 
The cover, backgrounds, 
and clipart.  Everyone also 
has an opinion on what 
they want the yearbook 
to look like.  For example 
Kayla Barrett said, ´´I want 
it to be colorful but not 
rainbow.´´ While others 
have different opinions,  ´´I 
want it to have brown 
because the eagle is 
brown and maybe purple 
and pink.´´ Says Abbie 
Packard.  Although we are 
all not gonna get what we 
want it's cool to think your 
ideas could take part in 
the yearbook. Ava day 
wants… ´´A cute little eagle 
flying with red, white, and 
blue.´´  As we can see from 
this topic the yearbook will 
look great. 

  
  
Order online by March 1st! 

Pick your yearbook cover!Pick your yearbook cover!  

another school 
walkabout next year. We will 
have to wait and see!  
 

BandBand    
Written by Vivian LeWritten by Vivian Le  
Most kids are in band, 
however not all kids are. If 
you aren’t in band here’s a 
whole paragraph on band! Band 
isn’t as boring as you think! 
Band helps you learn an 
instrument, and helps your 
creativity level rise. It’s also 
not that difficult! You need to 
find the perfect instrument for 
you! 
 

    
Facts about Mrs. Brown! 
She has been teaching band for 
20 years. When she was a 
student she loved band so much 
that she became a band 
director! Mrs. Brown loves all 
the band instruments, but her 
favorite instrument of all is 
flute because it’s her main 
instrument. Mrs. Brown started 
on piano, but now she can play 
every band instrument. 
 

WMS band winter concert at 
Nottelmann Auditorium  
PTO snack attack  
-Fri. December 21st, 2018-Fri. December 21st, 2018  
WMS exam day 
-Sat. December 22nd, 2018~ Sun.-Sat. December 22nd, 2018~ Sun.  
January 6th, 2019January 6th, 2019  
Winter break  
  
Band cont.Band cont.  
Usually the least played 
instruments are the double reed 
instruments, and in the most 
played instrument is depending 
on the popularity of the 
instrument. They also like a lot 
of clarinets.The most difficult 
instrument depends on you! 
People have different likes and 
dislikes. The usual schedule of 
band is in the morning Mrs. 
Brown does woodwind with all 
the grades then she ends with 
percussion. There are four 
concerts when you begin band, 
the more you’re involved the 
more concerts you have. 
How to find your instrument! 
Liking an instrument is not as 
easy as playing in instrument. 
In band most instruments are 
instruments are instruments that 
you need to blow. Others like in 
percussion you only need your 
hands. If you’re interested in 
band find your instrument you 
like, and are good at playing. 
People also don’t like band 
because they think it’s only 
about practicing, but if you 
practice you’re going to be good 
 
at it.

 



 

Welcome to 
Washington Ms. 

Cummings!   
By: Ava Day     

  Have you seen the new 
WMS counselor walking 
around? Have you had any 
questions about her? Well, if 
you answered “yes” to any of 
these questions, then you’re in 
the right place! When asked 
why Ms. Cummings likes WMS 
and what excites her most 
about the upcoming year, she 
responded “Everyone is warm 
and welcoming and I have a 
good team! I love the students 
the most though, they’re the 
best!” She exclaimed. “This 
year, I want to get to know 
the 6th grade.” During Ms. 
Cummings junior year of high 
school she decided she wanted 
to be a school counselor 
because she had many 
different friend groups so she 
could relate to a bunch a 
different people.  As for 
adjectives to describe herself 
Ms. Cummings chose 
empathetic, flexible, silly, 
creative, and bubbly. If you 
have ever been in Ms. 
Cummings office, you will 
notice that she has many 
runner tags. She has ran ten 
half marathons, one full 
marathon, and she has 
another half marathon in 
November. Her favorite color is 
black, she traveled to Belize  
 

 

   
  
 
 
for spring break last year, and 
her dog Tank is very 
important to her. Without him 
she wouldn’t be a complete 
person. So cute! Strengths 
Ms. Cummings has are 
problem solving skills, 
multitasking, making 
connections, and assistance 
level thinking- which means 
looking at the overall big 
picture. After hearing the 
answer for this next question 
that I asked Ms. Cummings, I 
learned two things about her. 
She has attended many 
schools, and she loves 
learning! Ms. Cummings went 
to two elementary schools, 
one middle school that 

included  5th 
grade, one high school, 
Truman State University for 
her bachelors degree, UMSL 
University for her masters 
degree, and right now she is 
attending Mizzou for her 
education specialist degree. 

 
“The best part in being a band 
director is that you have kids 
for a long time, and then you 
watch them grow up.” 
-Mrs. Brown 
 
 
 
Cummings where to meet 
someone from the future, she 
would want to meet her kids 
as adults so they could tell 
her how to improve as a   
 parent and person. Ms. 
Cummings is 29 years old, her 
favorite sport is the olympics, 
Harry Potter is her favorite 
book, and Target is her 
favorite store. As a kid her 
favorite subject was Art 
because it was creative and 
she was good at it, and math 
was her least favorite subject 
as a kid because it was awful! 
For the new 2018-2019 school 
year, Ms. Cummings has some 
words of wisdom that will not 
only make your year a 
successful one, but it will 
make your year a happier one 
too. “Be like a pineapple, 
stand tall, were a crown, and 
be sweet on the inside.” She 
smiles. 
 

Yearbook Sales!! 
$25 

$4 personalized 
At lunch 
10/29-11/9 



 

Hobbies Ms. Cummings has 
are running, eating at new 
restaurants, traveling, hanging 
out with friends, spending 
time with family, her 
boyfriend, and dog. In 10 to 
20 years, Ms. Cummings 
would like to see herself 
married, 2 kids, have a private 
practice for counseling, and 
she wants to be happy. If Ms. 

Online until 
3/1/2019 

Code:  33626C 
 

  


